The Post War Decade
Arab-Israeli war, an effort which was crowned only with the
limited success of the armistice agreements of 1949. But this
did not end the turmoil in the middle East. If anything, the crea-
tion of Israel gave rise to new tensions in the region.
ARAB REFUGEES
One of the consequences of the Arab-Israeli war was the dis-
placement of more than 800,000 Arabs who fled from Palestine
and created a refugee problem. In September 1948, the U.N.
mediator Count Folke Bernadotte reported to the U.N. Security
Council of the existence of a serious refugee problem. Following
this, the ILN. General Assembly on 11 December 1948 resolved
that:
The refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at
peace with their neighbours should be permitted to do so at
the earliest practicable date, and that compensation should be
paid for the property of those choosing not to return, and for
loss or of damage to property which, under the principles of
international law or in equity, should be made good by the
governments or authorities responsible.14
In view of the urgent need of the Palestine refugees a U.N.
Relief for Palestine Refugees (UNRPR) was established on 1
December 1948 to provide short-term relief. This was succeeded
by the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA) in May 1950, to carry out relief and work projects
in collaboration with the local governments.15 The United States*
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15 The rehabilitation functions of the UNRWA were limited to offer-
ing elementary and secondary education and vocational training as a
means of mating the refugees eventually self supporting. Limited grant
aid was also extended to those refugees who wished to go into business